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PRESIDENT Mr, G, Binns, 12 Pleasant St. Sth 323670 
VICE-PRES Mr, L, Fink, P.O. Meredith, 3333. 861319 
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NEXT MEETING: Friday 6th August, 8 p.m. at Ballarat School of Mines, 
ivéiard St, Sth, SPEAKER: Mr, E, Perkins - "Flora of the Castlemaine 


WEXT EXCURSION: Sunday 8th August - Porcupine Ridge, Joint excursion with 


Castlemaine F,N,C, Cars leave Crockers at 9.30 a.,m., meet at Vaughan turn 
off in centre of Guildford at 10,45 a.m. Leader -—- Mr, E, Perkins. 


SEPTEMBSR EXCURSION: Sunday 12th Sept. Tarnagulla. Cars leave Crockers 
9.30 a.m. Meet Dunolly P.O. 11 a.m. (for any other Field Naturalists, who 
Will be-very welcome to join us). Later meet in main street, Tarnagulla 
1.30 p.m. (after lunch). Leader Mrs, S, Bedggood. 


LAST MEETING: 18 members and 8 visitors attended the meeting on July 2nd. 
Mr. Laurie Millar showed a number of nature slides of exceptional quality, 

Which were enjoyed by all present. A few were taken in the Grampians area 
but mostly they were around Mt. Cole. Close-ups of a large variety of 
birds, Some on their nests, and feeding their young, and many of the flora 
of the area were shown, The tailor bird had blue eggs in its thistledown 
nest.,_and_ths—_speckled.warbler's were —_quitered,_A_clutohof14-younge 
mountain duck on their mother's back were admired, 


LAST =XCURSION on 4th July was a working bee at the "Bird Observer's 
Sanctuary on Mr. Gordon Clarke's property at Linton. Birds seen on the 
trip were 2 banded plovers, mountain duck, black swans, grey butcher bird, 
yellow, and scarlet robins, tree creepers - and one wallaby. Many species 
of banksias, wattles and other natives have been planted on. the block, and 
the huge candle gums are truly beautiful. Members and other interested . 
parties kept themselves busy grubbing gorse, clearing debris, cutting up 
and carting logs, The day was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended, 

4 é 
LIBRARY: Miss Esther McLenehan has been appointed librarian for our small 
Collection of books and journals, Anyone desiring to borrow from the 
library, vlease contact Esther, she has a catalogued list of the books. 


A CONDENS®0 PHOTO FLORA:1974-76 will be screened on Saturday 7th August 
at 7,30 p.m. in the Y,M,C.A, dining room, Camp Street. Members of our 
Club are cordially invited to attend. We feel that without the personal 
anxiety of sponsoring the evening, members should derive more pleasure 
and obtain more information from this second screening. Please supply a 
plate of Supper. 


BANKSTA BAVERI (Possum or Woolly Banksia) A superb specimen was given for 
me to admire; 16" circumference and 14" long, the flower is lime green 
With soft silvery grey outside growth (Sorry for lack of technical 
knoWledge:) It was grown in a private garden at Mt. Cole. Ed. 


BIRD'S LONG FLIGHT: (Washington AAP) A South Polar Skua - a bird about 
the size of a Small goose - flew 14,400 kilometres from Antartica to 
Greenland in a remarkable time of less than six months, scientists have 
reported, The flight is the strongest evidence to date that the gull-like 
Skuas, which range farther south than any other bird known to man, migrate 
into the northern hemisphere, Dr, David F, Parmelee, of the University of 
Minnesota, said, 4 

He said the species has been Sighted at the South Pole several times. 
The Bird has a wingspan of about 1.2 to 1.5 metres and preys on the eggs 
and young of other birds, particularly penguins, as Well as fish and krill 
in Antartic waters, 


W.V.F.N,C, ROCKLANDS —- Black Range Camp Out: August 20-22, 1976. Host Club. 
Hamiiton FNC (Box 591, Hamilton). 

Accommodation (A) Rocklands Lodge, 14 rooms each with 4 beds, 1 room with 
6 beds. Cost $1.00 per pérson per night. Kitchen facilities, hot water, 
mattresses etc, available. Book with Hamilton FNC, 

(B) Rocklands Camping Ground. (C) Hotels- Balmoral (10 miles) Hamilton ox 
Horsham (50 miles) (D) Motels as previous. Programme as per sheet tabled, 


WHAT IS THE C,C.V? The Conservation Council of Victoria was formed to 
Speak for, and to assist its member bodies, which must have a primary 
interest in the environment. . As. only groups can join, individuals who 
wiSh to Supoort us can provide clerical, technical or financial help: all 
offers are welcomed, ties 

The present 105 yembor groups range from Field Naturalists, Environ—_ 
ment Councils, local action groups, natural history clubs, to Conservation 
Committees of large organisations.’ In handling issues the ©,C.V; asks 
expert or local bodies for information, advice or assistance and conversel” 
members avail themselves of the Council's assistance,. At present major 
activity is centred around Land Conservation Council studies and the 
question of a woodchip/pulpmill industry in East Ginpsland. Evidence was 
given to the ‘nvironment Protection Authority appeal on Dutson Downs ~ 
discharges into Lake Coleman; and to the Sunshine Tip discharges to 
groundwaters of Western Suburbs appeal. Planning activities from the 
Ninety Mile Beach, Point Smythe, “esternport, the Dandenongs, Macedon . 
Ranges to Airey's Inlet sewerage all get much attention. Introduced pésts 
such as African Boneseed or a new strain of seeding Kikiyu grass have been 
Strongly ovvosed. But of course the main theme of energy consumption, _ 
population growth, consumerism or profit at any cost is the over-riding 
cause Which must be tackled as Well as.the day to day repair jobs. 

Council is directed by Quarterly Meetings of representatives of 
‘member Groups, an elected Zxecutive Committee which meets at three-week 
intervals, While the hack work is carried out by the Director/Secretary 
and staff of two. From time to time specialists Project Officers prepare 
reports on major issues, but funds for this are very limited, Sieg ete 2 
The 6,.0,V,. status has been accepted by Government in various. ways: . 
Representatives on Advisory Committees: Representative .on River Improve- 
ment Standing Committee: C.C.V. nominated panels from which L.C.C, 
Members and National. Parks Committee members are .chosen, : Pies 

To date activities have been financed by both Federal and State Grants 
augmented by membership fees and small amounts raised in other ways. Only 
‘time will tell whether future grants Will be forthcoming -to allow us to 
“continue making a contribution to the welfare of Victoria, 

_ interested readers, “ho wish to learn more about the C.C.¥, are 
welcome to enguire or better still make a donation and. receive regular 
Copies of our Newsletters ete, ptten aes Nah Ee } 
as Telsphone’ Melbourne 329 5377 or write to 324 William Street, Melbourne 
m REG. JOHNSON. ~ DIRECTOR, C.C.V. 


NeW, NEST FOR THE BIRDOS: The New Bird Observers Club Centre has now been | 
opened at 1835 Springvale Road, NunaWading, just south of the railway line 
and Whitehorse Road. Hours = Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
Friday 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Televhone 877. 5342, : oe ee 

Sales items will have a natural history thene, Information about 


other socisties Will be available, 


AUSTRALIAN GEMSTONES are many and varied. Sharman N, Bawden's book lists 
and illustrates the following: Amber, Beryl, Emerald, Aquamarine, 
Chalcedony, Agate, Bloodstone, Carnelian, Dendritic Chalcedony, Onyx, 
Corundun, Ruby, Blue Sapphire, Yellow Saophire, Green Sapphire, Diamond, 
Flour Spar, Garnet, Almandine, Pyrove, Jade Jadeite Nephrite, Lapis Lazuli, 
Malachite, Obsidian, Olivine, Opal, Potch, Milky Opal, White Opal, Black 
Opal, Boulder Opal. Yowah Nut, Quartz, Amethyst, Chrysoprase, Citrine 
Jasper, Petrified Wood, Quartz Cat's Eye, Rock Crystal, Rose Quartz, 7) 
Rutilated Quartz, Smoky Quartz, Rhodonite, Serpentine, Spinel, Topaz, 
Turquoise, Tourmaline, Black Tourmaline, Brown Tourmaline, Blue Tourmaline 
Green Tourmaline, Zircon, ne 
The locations in Australia where these stones are to be found are 


ifentified on separate mapS, and make for interesting reading. 


